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	First Name: Tamee
	Last Name: Albrecht
	Title: Graduate Research Associate / PhD Student
	Organization  Company: University of Arizona
	Cell Phone: 267-334-3168
	Email: talbrecht@email.arizona.edu
	Title 12 words max: Prospects for U.S.-Mexico binational groundwater management in the Santa Cruz aquifer
	Summary 25 words max for the program booklet: This paper investigates prospects 
	1: for binational groundwater management in the Santa Cruz aquifer, considering socio-political, 
	2: institutional and physical challenges to sharing this critical water supply.
	bio: Tamee Albrecht is a graduate research associate at the Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy and a PhD student the School of Geography and Development at the University of Arizona. Her research focuses on water security, the water-energy-food nexus and transboundary water management. She earned her M.S. in Hydrology from the Colorado School of Mines. 
	Abstract: Groundwater is difficult to manage and govern because its “hidden” nature makes it hard to monitor and observe. When groundwater aquifers cross international borders, multiple jurisdictions and fragmented institutions make governance even more difficult. At least 592 transboundary aquifers have been identified worldwide, however, few international laws and only 14% of water treaties address groundwater. Along the nearly 2,000-mile long border between the U.S. and Mexico, as many as 36 transboundary aquifers have been identified. While the U.S. and Mexico have a long history of cooperation, including the binational 1944 Water Treaty, the treaty does not address groundwater and no other formal agreement for groundwater management exists. The International Boundary and Water Commission, a binational institution, provides a mechanism for binational data sharing and formal processes for joint cooperation. Recent efforts to fill gaps in scientific data for U.S.-Mexico aquifers, such as the Transboundary Aquifer Assessment Program (TAAP), represent advances in binational cooperation. However, whether these cooperative efforts and capacities will lead to binational management is uncertain. This paper investigates the prospects for binational groundwater management in the Santa Cruz aquifer, one of four priority aquifers selected for binational assessment by the TAAP. Data obtained from document analysis and semi-structured expert interviews was analyzed using a framework of enabling factors for transboundary groundwater governance from the International Groundwater Resources Assessment Centre. Recommendations for the Santa Cruz aquifer include: (1) to work toward a formal “Minute” to the 1944 Treaty that addresses groundwater; (2) to establish a binational commission to develop non-binding management goals for the transboundary aquifer; (3) to empower local agencies, water utilities, cities and private companies to enter into local, non-binding agreements; and (4) to expand existing scientific cooperation built by TAAP into new efforts to develop a binational groundwater model. 


