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Abstract Submission Form 

Thank you for submitting your abstract for the 2017 AHS Symposium. Please complete all 
sections of this form; note that we reserve the right to edit for clarity and space requirements. 

Contact Info 

First Name:  __________________________________________________________________  

Last Name:  ___________________________________________________________________  

Title:  ________________________________________________________________________  

Organization / Company:  _______________________________________________________  

Cell Phone:  ___________________________________________________________________  

E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________________  

About Your Presentation 

Title (12 words max):  ___________________________________________________________  

Summary (25 words max; for the program booklet):  __________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

Abstract (400 words max; provide sufficient detail to allow us to evaluate your proposed topic; 
this will be posted on the Symposium web site): 
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About You 

Biography (100 words max; to be read by the moderator before your presentation):  

 


	First Name: Lia
	Last Name: Melis
	Title: Student
	Organization  Company: Northern Arizona University
	Cell Phone: 928-864-9167
	Email: lsm84@nau.edu
	Title 12 words max: Rainwater Harvesting for a Thirsty Southwest
	Summary 25 words max for the program booklet: This project examines the potential for
	1: rainwater harvesting to sustain domestic water usage in the southwestern United States.
	2: 
	bio: Lia Melis is a Flagstaff local and attends NAU in the Environmental Science program. Sheintends to make a meaningful and lasting impact on climate change efforts as well as developsustainable and attainable technologies and practices.
	Abstract: As climate change becomes a more relevant topic in society, many question how it mightimpact them as individuals and what steps can be taken to face the potential effects. Theavailability of water has been a large issue facing the Southwest; therefore, this researchproject is focused on what role rainwater harvesting might play in the city of Flagstaff, Arizona, acommunity that may face water shortages. Numerous reports show that there will be a dryingtrend within the next 5-10 years which will have a large impact on the city’s overall water supplyand demand. More specifically, this project is examining whether rainwater harvesting couldsupply the people of Flagstaff with enough water to sustain their current domestic water usehabits, in the face of these predicted water supply limitations. To answer this, the averagehousehold roof sizes and historical precipitation data from the last 30 years were used tocalculate how much rainwater the average household in Flagstaff can seasonally collect. Usingthe precipitation data, trends were hypothetically projected into 2025 to model futureprecipitation so that future water availability could be compared to the current water usage. Thisresearch discovered that with the current average water consumption, the residents of Flagstaffcould not sustain their domestic water usage solely through harvested precipitation at thehousehold scale. 


