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Abstract Submission Form 

Thank you for submitting your abstract for the 2017 AHS Symposium. Please complete all 
sections of this form; note that we reserve the right to edit for clarity and space requirements. 

Contact Info 

First Name:  __________________________________________________________________  

Last Name:  ___________________________________________________________________  

Title:  ________________________________________________________________________  

Organization / Company:  _______________________________________________________  

Cell Phone:  ___________________________________________________________________  

E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________________  

About Your Presentation 

Title (12 words max):  ___________________________________________________________  

Summary (25 words max; for the program booklet):  __________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

Abstract (400 words max; provide sufficient detail to allow us to evaluate your proposed topic; 
this will be posted on the Symposium web site): 
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About You 

Biography (100 words max; to be read by the moderator before your presentation):  

 


	First Name: Jocelyn 
	Last Name: Gibbon
	Title: Verde River Exchange Coordinator
	Organization  Company: Friends of Verde River Greenway
	Cell Phone: 602-908-7818
	Email: jocelyn@freshwaterpolicy.com
	Title 12 words max: The Verde River Exchange: Voluntary Groundwater Mitigation in the Verde Valley
	Summary 25 words max for the program booklet: The Verde River Exchange is a voluntary, 
	1: community-driven groundwater offset program that is a tool for addressing the threat that 
	2: unmanaged groundwater pumping poses to the Verde River system.
	bio: Jocelyn Gibbon is the principal of Freshwater Policy Consulting, LLC, and serves as the coordinator of the Verde River Exchange on behalf of Friends of Verde River Greenway. Jocelyn previously worked as an environmental and water law attorney in the Phoenix office of Squire Sanders, LLP, and on Arizona and Colorado River water policy issues as a member of Environmental Defense Fund’s Colorado River team. Jocelyn received her J.D. from the University of Texas School of Law (with high honors), and earned a B.A. in English from Williams College (summa cum laude). She is also a Grand Canyon river guide.Kimberly Schonek is the Verde River Program Director with The Nature Conservancy in Arizona.  She has been with the Conservancy for 8 years and works on implementation of irrigation infrastructure, water transactions and development of water markets in the Verde River.  Ms. Schonek holds a master's degree in Environmental Management and has more than 15 years experience working on water transactions, hydrology and water management.
	Abstract: In recent years, the lack of a regulatory structure for groundwater pumping in rural Arizona has gained recognition as one of the state’s key water management challenges. This problem is particularly acute in the Verde Valley where groundwater is the both the only potable water supply for future and current development, and the source of the base flow of the Verde River—itself critical to fish and wildlife, local residents, and the Phoenix-area communities that rely on the river for municipal and irrigation water. Groundwater dependence and unregulated pumping can lead to declining water tables; the necessity to deepen or even abandon wells; land subsidence; conflicts among users, along with associated financial and social costs; and, ultimately, to depletion of the river.Friends of Verde River Greenway’s Verde River Exchange offers an innovative, community-driven tool for addressing the problem that unmanaged groundwater pumping poses to the Verde River. The Exchange allows groundwater users to offset the impact of their water use by purchasing credits. Credits are created when an existing user reduces historic water use. Launched in 2016, the Verde River Exchange is building on two successful pilot projects to create an innovative program that offers a scalable solution for mitigating the impacts of groundwater pumping on the Verde River and for stabilizing water supplies for future residents. The presentation will discuss the impetus for the Verde River Exchange, the structure of the program, and the Exchange’s implications for water management in the Verde Valley and beyond.  


