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Abstract Submission Form 

Thank you for submitting your abstract for the 2017 AHS Symposium. Please complete all 
sections of this form; note that we reserve the right to edit for clarity and space requirements. 

Contact Info 

First Name:  __________________________________________________________________  

Last Name:  ___________________________________________________________________  

Title:  ________________________________________________________________________  

Organization / Company:  _______________________________________________________  

Cell Phone:  ___________________________________________________________________  

E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________________  

About Your Presentation 

Title (12 words max):  ___________________________________________________________  

Summary (25 words max; for the program booklet):  __________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

Abstract (400 words max; provide sufficient detail to allow us to evaluate your proposed topic; 
this will be posted on the Symposium web site): 
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Biography (100 words max; to be read by the moderator before your presentation):  

 


	First Name: John and Selena
	Last Name: Ford and Pao
	Title: Verde River Agricultural Projects Coordinator / Verde River Water Transactions Coordinator
	Organization  Company: The Nature Conservancy
	Cell Phone: (707) 483 – 8697
	Email: john.ford@tnc.org
	Title 12 words max: Working with water users to restore flow to the middle Verde River.
	Summary 25 words max for the program booklet: We will be discussing our application
	1: of four types of streamflow restoration projects: headgate installations/automations, canal piping, 
	2: irrigation efficiency upgrades, and crop switching.
	bio: Selena Pao is the Verde River Water Transactions Coordinator and John Ford is the Verde River Agricultural Projects Coordinator for The Nature Conservancy. They work with surface water users in the Verde Valley to implement and manage streamflow restoration projects.
	Abstract: The Arizona Chapter of The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has been working with surface water users in the Verde Valley to explore innovative ways to restore streamflow to the threatened Verde River. Although streamflow is impaired by many anthropogenic water uses and climate change, the Verde River Program of TNC has focused on addressing flow regime alteration caused by agricultural water diversions in the Verde Valley. There are 48 diversions on the Verde River and its tributaries between the USGS Clarkdale Gauge and the Camp Verde Gauge, a 51-mile stretch. Each of these irrigation ditches divert various amounts of water depending on how many users they serve. In some instances, in the summer months this can amount to nearly half of the Verde River streamflow. Water that is diverted from the streams is either consumptively used by agricultural and other non-targeted vegetation, fed into groundwater, or returned to the system downstream via ditch tail water or agricultural runoff. To address this roller coaster effect on the natural flow regime, TNC has implemented several different types of projects to both mitigate large sporadic fluctuations in flow caused by diversions and to reduce water that is permanently taken from the system through consumptive use. Four types of projects TNC has done to address these issues are headgate installations/automations, diversion canal piping, irrigation efficiency upgrades, and crop switching. Through doing projects like these, TNC aims to establish more consistency and flow volume in the Verde River for the benefit of fish and wildlife while also maximizing the benefit of water use for the local Verde Valley economy. 


